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	SUBJECT:
	English (Secondary)
	YEAR GROUP:
	9

	SUBJECT INTENT:
	Intention 1: 	

To build an English curriculum which develops learning and results in the acquisition of knowledge and skills so that all pupils know more, remember more and understand more. 

To design a curriculum with appropriate subject knowledge, skills and understanding in Speech and Language, Reading and Writing as set out in the National Curriculum so that children can know more, remember more and understand more to help them reach and exceed their potential at New Woodlands School and beyond.

Intention 2:

To build a curriculum which develops a love of reading to help pupils know more, remember more and understand more.

To design a curriculum which has reading at its core across all curriculum areas. Through choosing quality texts, we intend to develop a love of reading and allow children to recognise the pleasure they can get from their reading, as well as an understanding that reading allows them to discover new knowledge, revisit prior knowledge and understand more about what they learn, fuelling their imagination for ideas to use in their own work.



	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING  (WHOLE YEAR)

	Autumn 1
	Goodnight, Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian
	To explore historic themes within literature. To consider the plight of the characters and to develop empathy with those in times of war and crisis. To develop speech in prose writing through fiction and non-fiction response writing.
	· Evacuation and leaving home
· Basic punctuation
· Using speech in prose writing
· International relations
	Building on…

Communication, vocabulary, grammar and punctuation

Year 7 will prepare students to create narratives in an interesting and well structured way through the use of both narration and dialogue. It will also provide them with the language skills to avoid boring and repetitive vocabulary.

Students can use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph (e.g., then, after) and can link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time (e.g., later, now, then) and adverbials of place (e.g., nearby, towards, there). They are using brackets, dashes and commas to indicate parenthesis, and can understand such terminology. Students can convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes (e.g., -ate, -ise, -ify).

Reading

Students will enter Year 9 with a greater ability to self-manage their reading. This will be due to a higher level of skill when using dictionaries and thesauri, as well as experience reading a wider range of literary forms in Year 8. They will also have a good understanding of the basic conventions of poetry.

Students are starting to identify and discuss themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing, including suspense, war and different character perspective. These will be examined through the prisms of both character and plot. They are able to make comparisons within and across different books. Students are able to make predictions about stories, and can write both fiction and non-fiction responses to texts being studied. This learning is evidenced by the following topics: Goodnight, Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian (including a range of war poetry); biography and autobiography; information texts; and, Holes by Louis Sachar.

Writing

Students will begin Year 9 with an understanding of the function of apostrophes. This will be developed during Year 9 so that they can use the punctuation mark accurately in a range of contexts. They will also enter the year with an understanding of homophones.

Students are able to write words with silent letters in them (i.e., knight, knob, and psalm). They can now identify the audience for their writing, and are starting to select the appropriate form. They can describe settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character; this is clearly evident when writing in response to characters facing stressful situations (war/wrongful imprisonment). Students are now using further organisational and presentational devices to structure texts and to guide the reader (i.e., headings, bullet points, underlining).

Building towards…

Communication, vocabulary, grammar and punctuation

Work on parenthesis will introduce students to more advance punctuation in preparation for more advanced SPaG work next year.

Reading

Explorations of themes using modern literature will provide a literary foundation for the thematic study of Shakespearean Renaissance literature.

Writing

Work this year on presentation features in writing will provide the basic skills when using computers next year to structure life writing, including newspaper reports and leaflets. The character of Tom in Magorian’s novel will provide a great opportunity for students to consider the literary aspect of character development so as to prepare students to study character development and narrative in KS4.

	Autumn 2
	Goodnight, Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian
	To explore historic themes within literature. To consider the plight of the characters and to develop empathy with those in times of war and crisis. To develop speech in prose writing through fiction and non-fiction response writing.
	· Evacuation and leaving home
· Basic punctuation
· Using speech in prose writing
· International relations
	

	Spring 1
	Biography and autobiography
	To explore non-fiction life writing: purpose and form. To develop knowledge of the conventions of biography and autobiography, and the differences between the forms. To understanding the importance of vocabulary and word choice for effect (especially adjectives and adverbs). To plan and write a short form autobiography and biography.
	· Life writing
· Tense
· Description
· Adjectives/adverbs
· Homophones
· Biographies of world figures (Mother Teresa, Martin Luther King, Gandhi, Nelson Mandela)
	

	Spring 2
	Information texts
	To continue with an exploration of non-fiction texts: information texts. To develop basic research skills when planning writing. To understand the conventions of information texts. To research, plan and write an information text.
	· Non-fiction writing
· Presentations
· Chronological reports
· Research
· Writing to a structure
· Illustration
· Subheadings
· History of English royalty
	

	Summer 1
	Holes by Louis Sachar
	To understand the development of characters in a novel and how these developments happen. To explore the concept of racism in America. To understand plot twists and how they impact a novel. To understand the conventions of adventure stories.
	· Plot twists
· Character development
· Justice
· Letter writing
· Adventure stories
· Fiction plot structure and twists
· Racism in twentieth century America
	

	Summer 2
	Holes by Louis Sachar
	To understand the development of characters in a novel and how these developments happen. To explore the concept of racism in America. To understand plot twists and how they impact a novel. To understand the conventions of adventure stories.
	· Plot twists
· Character development
· Justice
· Letter writing
· Adventure stories
· Fiction plot structure and twists
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