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	SUBJECT:
	Religious Education 
	YEAR GROUP:
	1&2

	SUBJECT INTENT:
	The RE learning at the Primary level of the National Curriculum is a pre cursor to the Secondary model. 
It coincides with the wider school curriculum to elicit a sense of awe and wonder in the pupils for the world around them; it aims to give pupils a deeper understanding of local faith communities and the role they have in the wider community through visits to local places of worship and welcoming members of local faith communities into the school for assemblies and community activities.

Whilst Christianity has been allocated the largest amount of content and has therefore been allocated more curriculum time, the 5 other major world faiths have each been allocated an equal amount of curriculum time with each other across the 2 Key Stages.

Thematic units are either compulsory or optional and within these there are sometimes choices that can be made about which faiths and beliefs might be included. Christianity is a compulsory basis of all units and is not optional.




	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Autumn 1
	Christianity 

A local church visit
	Key Questions: 

· What happens in a Christian place of worship? 

· How does a place of worship help Christians to remember their beliefs about Jesus? 

· How do Christians try to follow Jesus’ example?
	· Places where Christians worship together, read the Bible, listen to stories, sing and pray once or more times weekly. 

· Leaders e.g. priests, ministers, elders. 

· Objects and symbols in churches.

·  Important ceremonies e.g. welcoming/dedication/infant baptisms.

	Building on… 

The learning in Autumn 1 is intentionally foundational, given students’ different starting points. However, students are given opportunities to build upon their knowledge of faiths and festivals and what religious literacy they have already developed from both schooling and their own personal experience if they have any. 
Building towards… 

The places of Christian worship topic is designed to equip all RS students with the basic religious literacy with which they can engage with and discuss any religious tradition. Students are equipped with an understanding of threshold concepts like monotheism and polytheism, which they can later use to distinguish between the different religious traditions studied during Key Stage 1 and 2 RS and beyond.

	Autumn 2
	Christianity The Bible and Christmas
	Key Questions:

· What do Christians remember at Christmas? 

· What do Christians believe about Jesus? 
· Why is the Bible important to Christians?
	· Christians believe that Jesus is God’s Son 

· The Bible is a special book:

– different from other books.

– Stories about the birth and life of Jesus. 

· Christian celebrations:

– Christmas: the celebration of Jesus’ birth which shows He is special for Christians.
	Building on…
Autumn 2 introduces students to Christian festivals. Most students will not have learned about Jesus’ birth before; however opportunities to build on prior knowledge learnt going to Church or experiencing Christmas will be invaluable.  

Building towards…
This topic introduces students to the importance of the Bible, and the approach of looking at why the Bible is important for Christians today. Students will deepen their understanding of Christian traditions in KS2 and beyond. 


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Spring 1
	The Natural World Unit
	Key Questions: 

· How do Christians believe the world began? 

· What do Christians believe about God? 
· How do Christians believe they should treat each other and God’s world?
	Beliefs: 

· God as creator.

· People are responsible for living things on the planet.

Christians try to follow the example of Jesus: 

· St Francis.

· Sharing with others, e.g. charities,

· the Harvest Festival, sharing food with others. 
· Christians believe that everyone is important and of equal value
	Building on… 

This term sees students use their religious literacy to begin studying the natural world. Students apply concepts learnt in Autumn 1 and relate the words learnt to describe God’s role in the creation of the universe.
Building towards… 

The study of the natural world prepares students to subsequently begin the study of other thematic units, and how these beliefs affect the way that different religions live. Students are introduced here to the idea of internal religious diversity and differing worldviews within a single faith group. This will be a common theme revisited throughout the RS curriculum. 

	Spring 2
	Who am I? Belonging Unit
	Key Questions: 

· What does it mean to belong? 

· What are the outward signs that a person belongs to a religious family? 

· What happens to a child when they join a religious family? 

· What have we learnt about the importance of belonging to a religious family?


	What it means to belong and worship within Christianity.

How people show that they belong and what is special for them about belonging to their Christian faith.
	Building on… 

The second thematic unit in Year 1 one examines the self as a single entity. Students will access their religious literacy from Autumn applying concepts like worship and ritual to the Who am I? Unit of work. 

Building towards…

Students’ understanding of belonging will provide a baseline religion against which they can compare other types of families who are religious in nature. 


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Summer 1
	Islam 1 Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)
	Key Questions: 

· What do Muslims believe? 

· Why is Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) important to Muslims?

· What is the Qur’an?
	Who is Allah?

Stories from the life of the Prophet

Muhammad (pbuh) 

Living as a Muslim 

Respect for self and others.

Birth of a baby.

The Qur’an 

Revelation of the Qur’an. 

The Qu’ran is the holy book of Islam in Arabic.

The Qu’ran must be treated with respect.


	Building on… 

In Summer 1, students will be introduced to another world religion, Islam. Students will build significantly on their understanding of the Abrahamic faiths during all Key Stages but will start here in Year 1. Pupils will begin to draw points of comparison and contrast between Islamic beliefs and others. Students will apply their well-developed religious literacy to this new context. 
Building towards… 

This topic provides a foundational understanding of Islamic beliefs which will inform the latter study of Islamic practices. Concepts such as submission, obedience and the infallibility of the Qur’an will be applied in the context of the Five Pillars in order to enable students to interpret the relative significance and strictness of Islamic practices in contrast to those studied in the other Abrahamic faiths. Core concepts around the Qur’an and authority will provide a foundation for further interpretation during Summer 2.  

	Summer 2
	Islam 2 

Five pillars of Islam
	Key Questions:

· How do Muslims express their beliefs? 

· What does worship mean to Muslims?


	1. Shahadah – Bearing witness in Allah as the One God and Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) as His messenger.

2. Salah - Prayer.

3. Sawm - Fasting.

4. Zakat - Charity.

5. Hajj - Pilgrimage.

Worship of Allah

Muslims serve Allah in many ways. 

Daily Salah.

Giving charity. 

Brother/sister hood. 

The Muslim Home 

Worship in the home.

Place of Worship 

The Mosque (Masjid)

	Building on… 

In Summer 2, students will examine the Five Pillars of Islam, throughout this topic students will apply their previously developed religious literacy around concepts like prayer, worship and ritual, in order to analyse the specific characteristics of religious practices within Islam.  
Building towards…

Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of Islamic beleifs during Summer 1, in order to support their further evaluation and interpretation of these practices in Summer 2. Moving forwards, students will have developed a secure understanding of Islam away from misconceptions and prejudice, enabling them to knowledgeably tackle islamophobia and appropriately engage with Islam in other academic contexts. 
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