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	SUBJECT:
	Religious Education 
	YEAR GROUP:
	3&4

	SUBJECT INTENT:
	The RE learning at the Primary level of the National Curriculum is a pre cursor to the Secondary model. 
It coincides with the wider school curriculum to elicit a sense of awe and wonder in the pupils for the world around them; it aims to give pupils a deeper understanding of local faith communities and the role they have in the wider community through visits to local places of worship and welcoming members of local faith communities into the school for assemblies and community activities.

Whilst Christianity has been allocated the largest amount of content and has therefore been allocated more curriculum time, the 5 other major world faiths have each been allocated an equal amount of curriculum time with each other across the 2 Key Stages.

Thematic units are either compulsory or optional and within these there are sometimes choices that can be made about which faiths and beliefs might be included. Christianity is a compulsory basis of all units and is not optional.




	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Autumn 1
	Buddhism 

The Buddha
	Key Questions:

· What is a Buddha?

· How did the Buddha teach that people should live? 
	· The Buddha’s life and search for truth.

· The Buddha means the ‘awakened one’.

· He was a human being who ‘woke up’ from the ‘sleep of confusion’. This is like awakening from a dream and becoming perfectly aware of the truth. The Buddha became free of suffering and was able to help others to ‘awaken themselves’. 

Teachings of the Buddha

· The Four Noble Truths. People should work at becoming kind, compassionate, generous, truthful and patient.

· People should try not to hurt any living thing, take things that are not given and try to be honest and straightforward.

· Story of Siddhartha and the Swan
	Building on…

This term sees students apply their developed philosophical literacy and many of the concepts learnt about during the study of Hinduism to the Buddhist tradition. Students will consider the extent to which Buddhist ideas align with previously learnt concepts such as theism and atheism.    

Building towards…

The study of Buddhist beliefs prepares students for learning about Buddhist practices in the second half of this term. Students will develop here their understanding of the theme of diversity within religious traditions, a common theme throughout the curriculum, as they examine the differences between conceptions of common concepts such as Samsara, Rebirth, Suffering and Enlightenment between the different Dharmic faiths.

	Autumn 2
	Buddhism Living as a Buddhist
	Key Questions:

· What is the importance of a temple or a Buddhist centre?
· Why do Buddhists have images of the Buddha?
	The Buddhist Community – Sangha

Lives out the teachings of the Buddha.

· All members support one another.

· Story of The King’s Elephant – keeping good company matters.

· Buddhists meditate to help them understand the teachings of the Buddha by developing awareness and mindfulness. 

The home shrine, a Temple or Buddhist Centre
· Place where teachings are given.

· Where Buddhists meditate together.

· A sacred space, where removal of shoes shows respect.

· A shrine – with an image of the Buddha. Images of the Buddha communicate values of wisdom and compassion.
	Building on…

In this term, students will examine how Buddhist beliefs affect their lives and actions through their many unique practices. Students will build upon their understanding of Buddhists’ key ideas learnt about during Spring 1 and apply their religious literacy around common concepts such as ritual, sacred texts, worship, and festivals to the Buddhist tradition. 

Building towards…

By the end of this topic, students will be able to draw points of comparison and contrast between two religions within the same (Dharmic) tradition. This understanding of diverging beliefs over time will prepare students well for recognizing the same kind of development and change over time between Judaism and Christianity in KS2 and KS3.


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Spring 1
	Sikhism

Sikh beliefs
	Key Questions:

· What do Sikhs believe about God?

· What does Guru mean?
· What does it mean to be equal?
	Beliefs about God

· Sikhs believe in one God – symbolised by the Ik Onkar symbol. 

· God created all things.

The Gurus 

· There were 10 human Gurus. 

· Guru Nanak was the first Guru. 

· Guru Nanak’s life and teaching.

· Guru Nanak’s teaching that all people are equal. 

· Celebration of Guru Nanak’s birthday.
	Building on…

Students will build on their religious literacy developed in autumn to begin learning about Sikhism. Some students will build on a basic understanding developed in primary school. Importantly, misconceptions about Sikhism will be tackled from the outset. Students will apply their understanding of themes introduced through other faiths (worship, festival, ethics, and monotheism) to this new context. 

Building towards…

The study of Sikhism beliefs prepares students to examine the application of these beliefs in the context of Sikhism practices in Spring 2. This topic also prepares students for future study of the other Abrahamic faiths: Christianity and Islam. 


	Spring 2
	Sikhism 

Sikh teachings and Life
	Key Questions:

· How do Sikhs follow rules in their lives?

· What does worship mean to Sikhs?
	Sikh Teaching

Three important rules to follow: 
· Work honestly. 

· Share food with the needy. 

· Remember God.

· The Gurus showed how to put teachings into practice in their lives. 

· Story of Guru Nanak and Bhai Lalo. 

or 

· Story of Guru Gobind Singh and the Water Carrier, Bhai Ghanaya.

Sikh Life 

· Special celebrations – naming. 

· Sikhs worship at home and in the Gurdwara. 

· The Guru Granth Sahib teaches Sikhs how to live. 

· Sikhs share and show that everyone is equal in the Gurdwara.


	Building on… 

The second unit on Sikhism builds on students’ understanding of Sikhism beliefs and turns its attention to Sikh enacted practices. Students will draw contrast and comparison between practices and other festivals, rituals and forms of worship learnt about in the context of Sikhism. Students will continue to develop their understanding of fundamental concepts such as worship, ethics, ritual and sacred texts. 

Building towards… 

Students’ understanding of Sikhism practices will prepare them for the study of practices within other Abrahamic and Dharmic faiths, and will equip them with the knowledge necessary to draw parallels and contrasts between them. Moreover, this topic reiterates the idea of diversity within religions through the study of Sikh practices, and students will return to this idea within the context of each studied world religion during Key Stage 3.


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Summer 1
	The Bible Christian visit / visitor
	Key Questions: 

· How do Christians use the Bible? 

· What does the Bible contain? 

· How does using the Bible help Christians to grow in their faith?


	· A source of Christian belief and teaching - some Christians read the Bible every day and find it helpful for their everyday lives. 

· The Old and New Testaments include many books with different genres; these include history, law and songs: Joseph, Psalm 23, Isaiah’s Prophecy. 

· The gospel stories tell about events in Jesus’ life. 

· Jesus’ teaching about the Kingdom of God in parables: The Lost Sheep. 

· Ten Commandments with particular focus on the two greatest commandments.

	Building on…
The summer term introduces students to a new skill. How Christians use the Bible and why they use it. Some students will build on a basic understanding developed their early years as well as past experiences. Importantly, misconceptions about the Bible will be tackled from the outset. This will be supplemented with a visit from a Christian visitor such as a Priest.

Building towards…
This topic also prepares students for future study of the other Holy texts such as the Quran and Torah: Christianity and Islam. Students will return to their understanding of the Bible and its application in later thematic units and in KS3. 

	Summer 2
	Peace Unit
	Key Questions: 

· What do Christians believe about Peace? 

· How do Christians try to demonstrate Peace? 

· From where do Christians get their attitudes towards Peace? 

· How are Christian values about Peace similar to those of other faiths?

	Christian ways of life: 

· Christians respond to personal and social issues, locally and globally, in a number of ways and can draw inspiration from other Christians, e.g. Martin Luther King.

The Bible: 

· Sermon on the Mount.

The Church: 

Worship includes the use of stillness and silence for reflection
	Building on…

This topic closely follows on from the previous topic on Christian practices. Students will apply their understanding of the concepts introduced above, and develop an understanding of how these beliefs manifest in Christian practices. Students will build on their lived experiences of Christian practices in modern Britain, and their learning in early year’s school. 

Building towards…

As in the earlier Thematic units, linked to Christianity, the learning here will prepare students well for future encounters with Christian ideas, practices and motifs both within RS and elsewhere in the wider curriculum. Students will also develop knowledge that they can use to compare Christian practices. At this stage, students will have a secure understanding of some world religions, from two diverse traditions, enabling them to draw points of comparison and contrast between them around common themes such as worship, sacred texts, ritual, festivals, theism and more
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