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	SUBJECT:
	History 
	YEAR GROUP:
	7

	SUBJECT INTENT:
	The aim of history in Year 7 is to provide a foundation of knowledge and key skills required for further study. As our curriculum is sequenced chronologically, the focus is on Medieval History from c40AD to the Early Modern Period, ending c1600AD. Students will gain an understanding of key substantive concepts such as religion, economics, power, monarchy, empire, civilization, migration and conquest; they will learn through enquiries that challenge them to act as historians and introduce them to the disciplinary concepts of evidential thinking, causation, change and continuity, consequence, significance, similarity and difference and interpretation.


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Autumn 1
	The Normans
	Students will learn about the key events of the Norman Conquest, from the death of Edward the Confessor to the rebellion of Hereward the Wake. The aims of this enquiry are for students to evaluate the extent of change brought by the Normans, and analyse whether historians are right to call this a ‘turning point’ in English History.
	Norman Conquest Battle of Hastings Succession Feudal System Castles Religion Harrying of the North Domesday Book
	Building on… 

The core concepts studied previously of warfare, monarchy and hierarchy are returned to in this unit, as well as knowledge of Anglo-Saxon society. The source skills gained previously will continue to develop each lesson as sources form a key component of the KS3 curriculum as a whole. Students will compare the changes made by the Normans to their knowledge of Anglo-Saxon society. 

Building towards… 

Knowledge of William the Conqueror and the changes he made will be returned to in Enquiry 5, and the core substantive concepts of monarchy and power will be vital for future study. This enquiry is based on change and continuity, evaluating the nature and extent of change. This is their introduction to that disciplinary skill. 

	Autumn 2
	Norman England  
How 
successfully did 
William control England 
by 1087? Is order and 
control necessary? 

	Students will learn about the key events of the Norman Conquest, from the death of Edward the Confessor to the rebellion of Hereward the Wake. The aims of this enquiry are for students to evaluate the extent of change brought by the Normans, and analyse whether historians are right to call this a ‘turning point’ in English History.
	Norman Conquest Battle of Hastings Succession Feudal System Castles Religion Harrying of the North Domesday Book
	Building on… 

The core concepts studied previously of warfare, monarchy and hierarchy are returned to in this unit, as well as knowledge of Anglo-Saxon society. The source skills gained previously will continue to develop each lesson as sources form a key component of the KS3 curriculum as a whole. Students will compare the changes made by the Normans to their knowledge of Anglo-Saxon society. 

Building towards… 

Knowledge of William the Conqueror and the changes he made will be returned to in Enquiry 5, and the core substantive concepts of monarchy and power will be vital for future study. This enquiry is based on change and continuity, evaluating the nature and extent of change. This is their introduction to that disciplinary skill. 


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Spring 1
	Medieval Kings 
	Students will gain an overview of key monarchs from Medieval England and the key struggles they faced from the Church, from their Barons, from foreign countries and from issues surrounding succession. They will also understand the chronology of early Medieval Monarchs from 1066-1307.
	Stephen, Matilda and the Anarchy Henry II and Thomas Becket John and Magna Carta Edward I, Wales and Scotland
	Building on… 
Substantive knowledge such as monarchy and succession, which have previously been covered in the Dark Ages and Norman enquiries. This builds chronologically from the Norman Conquest and the death of William I. It also builds on their knowledge of religion and power, threaded throughout all previous enquiries. 
Building towards… 
This is the first significance enquiry, so the skills here of analysis of key events will be used in future studies. They’re also developing their understanding of the Medieval Period and chronology, and the knowledge of evens such as the Magna Carta will return in later enquiries. 

	Spring 2
	The Tudors 
	Students use their knowledge of the Reformation but now apply it to a more local context, looking at the lives of people in the south of England in particular (Devon and Surrey) and how they changed as a result of the break with Rome.
	Church of England Break with Rome Interpretations Catholicism Protestantism
	Building on… 

Their previous enquiry of the Reformation, students will use their previous knowledge of the Medieval Church, and life for people before the 16th century to evaluate the extent of change. This is their third enquiry focusing explicitly on the extent of change, so these skills will be firmly embedded. 

Building towards… 

This enquiry will enable students to go on to discuss the issues arising in English society after the Reformation, especially in the context of the Stuart Monarchs, which will be studied at the start of Y8. The English Reformation provides context for all future study of Britain in later enquiries, including exploration, democracy and the Age of Enlightenment.


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Summer 1
	Elizabeth 1st 
	Students will look at what the ‘Age of Exploration’ was and its consequences in terms of the beginnings of the British Empire, but also trade links with the wider world and what that meant for migration and life in England.
	Circumnavigate Privateer Trade Trading Routes Rivalry Empire Colony
	Building on… 

This builds chronologically from the previous enquiry, and also uses knowledge previously gained of contrasting empires such as Islam and Mali. They are able to use this knowledge, and knowledge of Islamic Civilisations, to compare the rise of the Spanish and British Empires. 

Building towards… 

This enquiry builds towards Year 8 when we learn more about the rise and fall, and experience of, the British Empire. It also builds towards their GCSE Migrants in Britain unit, and their Early Elizabethan England study.

	Summer 2
	English Civil War 
	Students will study the causes of the English Civil War. They will be able to explain what the key concepts are, and evaluate how important they were in the outbreak of war between the monarch and parliament.
	Parliamentarian/ Royalist Roundhead/Cavalier Ship Money Dissolution of Parliament Catholic/Protestant Divine Right of Kings
	Building on… 

In Y7, students have studied the reformation, and the power of the monarch. Each of these will be built on in this enquiry, as students study the tensions between Catholics and Protestants, and evaluate the absolute power of the Stuart Kings. Students’ causal analysis will develop, having begun to be embedded in their first year. 

Building towards… 

This enquiry links directly to the next in terms of content and key concepts. It also sets the stage as a first ‘revolution’ which will be returned to later this year, as well as providing a key foundation of parliamentary power and democracy for their study on democracy at the end of Year 8.
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