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	SUBJECT:
	Religious Education 
	YEAR GROUP:
	9

	SUBJECT INTENT:
	The RE learning coincides with the wider school curriculum to elicit a sense of awe and wonder in the pupils for the world around them; it aims to give pupils a deeper understanding of local faith communities and the role they have in the wider community through visits to local places of worship and welcoming members of local faith communities into the school for assemblies and community activities.



	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Autumn 1
	Christian Beliefs 
	Core Question: 

‘What do Christians believe?’ 

• Origins of Christianity 

• The Trinity 

• Who is Jesus? 

• Jesus’s death and resurrection 

• Christian Ethics 

• Heaven and Hell
	Christian Jesus Christ Trinity Messiah Incarnation Crucifixion Atonement Resurrection Ascension Golden Rule Agape Parable Forgiveness Heaven Hell
	Building on…

Students come to the study of Christianity with very different starting points given their diverse experiences at Key Stages 1 and 2. This term seeks to build on their basic understanding of stories and ideas within Christianity, and deepen this understanding through examination of central concepts like Trinity, Incarnation, Atonement and Agape and how these ideas differ to the monotheism found in Judaism. Students also return to themes introduced through philosophy of religion and ethics relating to the qualities of God and ethical principles, as they apply these concepts to decoding the Christian tradition. 

Building towards… 

The beliefs introduced in this topic enable students to analyse the significance of familiar Christian practices through a more sophisticated theological lens. Moreover, students can apply understanding of these concepts to a wide range of literary and historical contexts outside of RS itself. 

	Autumn 2
	Christian Practices 
	Core Question: 

‘How do Christians live their lives?’ 

• The Bible 

• Types of worship 

• Ceremonies and customs 

• Festivals • Evangelism and Mission
	Bible

Old Testament New Testament Liturgical Worship Non-Liturgical Prayer Congregation Communion Baptism Easter Christmas Evangelism Mission
	Building on… 

This topic closely follows on from the previous topic on Christian beliefs. Students will apply their understanding of the concepts introduced above, and develop an understanding of how these beliefs manifest in Christian practices. Students will build on their lived experiences of Christian practices in modern Britain, and their learning in Primary school, in order to develop a deeper understanding of the theological rationales underpinning Christian worship, ritual and festivals. 

Building towards… 

As in the earlier Christianity unit, the learning here will prepare students well for future encounters with Christian ideas, practices and motifs both within RS and elsewhere in the wider curriculum. Students will also develop knowledge that they can use to compare Christian practices with those present in Islam as introduced in Year 9. At this stage, students will have a secure understanding of four world religions, from two diverse traditions, enabling them to draw points of comparison and contrast between them around common themes such as worship, sacred texts, ritual, festivals, theism and more.


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Spring 1
	Sex and Relationships
	‘How should I manage personal relationships?’
· Intimate Relationships 

· Relationships and sex education including consent, 

· Contraception, 

· the risks of STIs

· Religious responses towards sex and relationships
	Sex
STI

Consent 

Contraception 
	Building on…

Students come to the study of sex and relationships with very different starting points. This term seeks to build on their basic understanding of what it means to manage a relationship or general friendship with somebody. 
Building towards… 

Students will build towards a greater understanding sex and relationships through the use of Doctrinal teachings from the Catholic Church. It is hoped that Students will develop a greater sense of the self and their self-worth in society, whilst pursuing a healthy lifestyle which allows them to thrive and flourish in society. 

	Spring 2
	Humanism
	Core Question: 

‘How can worldviews differ from traditional religion?’ 

• What are worldviews? 

• Secularism 

• Cults 

• New age movements 

• Scientology 

• Fundamentalism
	Worldview Individualistic Collectivistic Secularism Cult World Rejecting New Age Movement Spiritual Shopping Pick and Mix Beliefs Scientology Commercial enterprise Fundamentalism Extremism
	Building on… 

The worldviews topic builds upon and consolidates students’ understanding of the diversity of religious belief and interpretations throughout society. Students will use their understanding of mainstream religions as a point of contrast in order to better understand and analyse the features of cults, NAMs and other diverse worldviews. 

Building towards… 

Through the worldviews topic it is intended that all students continue to develop a thorough appreciation for the diversity of ‘belief’ in society. Through a focus on ‘individual philosophies of life’, students will engage on a deeper level with the very concept of ‘religion’ and begin to deconstruct what it means to have a worldview or be a member of a religion or religious movement. This will prepare students well for the final topic of the key stage, but also provide them with a valuable understanding of what religion and belief looks like in the modern world.


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Summer 1
	The Problem of Evil and suffering 

	Philosophical enquiry into the problem of evil and theodicies offered by philosophers


	Philosophy Theism Atheism Agnostic Omnipotence Omni benevolence Transcendence
	Building on… 

Students will consider a range of ethical questions to do with evil and suffering and be able to apply these to previously learnt religious and secular contexts. 

Building towards… 

This topic will further develop students’ philosophical argument skills, preparing them to apply philosophical ideas and dialectic to real-world ethical and social problems encountered throughout subsequent studies of religion and the social philosophy topic in Year 9.

	Summer 2
	Crime and Punishment 
	( Understanding of the link between religion, peace and conflict. 

( Understanding of the link between religion, crime and punishment-Looking at justice, forgiveness and the sanctity of life within capital punishment 


	Welfare Pacifism Crusade Repentance Sanctity
Capital Punishment 
	Building on…

Students will consider a range of ethical questions to do with crime and punishment and be able to apply these to previously learnt religious and secular contexts. 

Building towards…

This topic will further develop students’ philosophical argument skills, preparing them to apply philosophical ideas and dialectic to real-world ethical and social problems encountered throughout subsequent studies of religion and the social philosophy topic in Year 9.
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