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	SUBJECT:
	Geography 
	YEAR GROUP:
	1&2

	SUBJECT INTENT:
	The Humanities intent is designed around 3 key principles:

· To encourage students to enjoy learning by stimulating a passion and interest for the world around them and the human and physical processes which help to shape it. Comparing different places in the world with their local area to gain a greater understanding of the lives and cultures of different people. 

· To provide a curriculum that allows students to have a rounded understanding of the past and that gives an insight into how this impacts on the present and future. Comparing past societies and their values with the present and studying contemporary problems in their historical settings. 
To offer a framework that allows students the opportunity to become curious and critical thinkers so they can ‘articulate, analyze, explain and infer’ as they study various topics.


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Autumn 1&2
	Our Wonderful World


	· Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles.
· Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans.
· Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the UK and its surrounding seas.
· Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the UK, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country.
· Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key.
· Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop.
· Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather.
· Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language (e.g. near and far; left and right), to describe the location of features and routes on a map.
· Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage.
	Physical and human features; Picture maps; Cardinal compass points; Equator and hemispheres; Continents; Oceans; Countries and capital cites of the UK; Protecting natural environments; Fieldwork
	Building on: 
Early years framework:

Children should have explored the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants. Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; - Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons.
Building towards:
In year 2 children will engage in the Lets Explore the World topic in which they will have the opportunity to revisit, secure and extend the skills and knowledge they have learnt in this topic.


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Spring 1
	Our country
	In this United Kingdom unit, children will learn all about the United Kingdom and its four countries, developing their understanding from their local environment to the UK in general. 
· Children will begin by exploring the location of the UK in relation to the world, its four countries, capital cities and surrounding seas. 
· They will then explore each country and capital city further, identifying human and physical features and comparing the country’s characteristics and features. 
· The unit rounds off with the question: what are the countries of the UK like?
	Beach, cliff, coast, 

forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, 

vegetation, season and weather;

city, town, village, 

factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop
	Building on: 
Early years framework: 

Children should be able to describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.
Building towards: 
In year 2, children will complete the topic coastline. The skills and knowledge they have acquired in this topic relating to how places change over time will provide them a foundation to build on when studying the changes over time associated with coastlines in and around the United Kingdom.


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Spring 2
	Wonderful weather 
	The weather is the state of the atmosphere at any time, including things such as temperature, precipitation, air pressure, and cloud cover. 
Daily changes in the weather are due to winds and storms. Seasonal changes are due to the Earth revolving around the sun. The Earth is round and has a tilted axis, the Sun's rays don't fall evenly on the land and oceans. Pupils will delve deep into how: 
· The Sun shines more directly near the equator bringing these areas more warmth. 
· How the polar regions are at such an angle to the Sun that they get little or no sunlight during the winter, causing colder temperatures. 
· These differences in temperature create a constant, restless movement of air and water in great swirling currents to distribute the heat energy that radiates out from the Sun across the planet.

	Countries and capital cities of the UK (London focus); Using locational language; Using maps; Geographical similarities
	Building on: 
Children should be able to explain some similarities and differences between the weather in this country and in other countries, drawing on knowledge from what they have read and watched or experienced on holidays.
Building towards: 

In year 2 children will study the topic Land Ahoy. The knowledge and skills they have learnt in this topic relating to the weather will provide a foundational understanding in which they can build on.

	Summer 1&2
	Bright Lights, Big City
	This project teaches children about the physical and human characteristics of the United Kingdom, including a detailed exploration of the characteristics and features of the capital city, London.
	Countries and capital cities 

of the UK; Physical features 

of the UK; Settlements; 

Human features; Weather 

and seasons; Landmarks; 

Aerial images; Locational 

language; Maps; Compass 

directions; Geographical 

similaritie
	Building on: 

Children should be able to recall some of the key features London and other metropolitan areas such as Lewisham. Children should speak confidently about what their living environments are like.
Building towards: 

In year 2 children will study the topic Let’s got to China, where they will look at the capital city of Beijing. The knowledge and skills they have learnt in this topic relating to the human and physical features of big cities will serve them well as they transition into KS3 Geography. 




[image: image1.png]