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	SUBJECT:
	Geography 
	YEAR GROUP:
	3&4

	SUBJECT INTENT:
	The Humanities intent is designed around 3 key principles:

· To encourage students to enjoy learning by stimulating a passion and interest for the world around them and the human and physical processes which help to shape it. Comparing different places in the world with their local area to gain a greater understanding of the lives and cultures of different people. 

· To provide a curriculum that allows students to have a rounded understanding of the past and that gives an insight into how this impacts on the present and future. Comparing past societies and their values with the present and studying contemporary problems in their historical settings. 
To offer a framework that allows students the opportunity to become curious and critical thinkers so they can ‘articulate, analyze, explain and infer’ as they study various topics.


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Autumn 1&2
	One Planet, Our World
	· Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.
· Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle.
· Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night).
· Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.
· Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time.
· Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America.
· Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.
· Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied.
· Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world.
· Are competent in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes; interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS); communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.
	Maps; Locating countries; Human and physical features; Four-figure grid references; Primary data; Compass points; Earth's layers; Plate tectonics; Latitude and longitude; European countries and cities; UK counties and cities; Carbon footprints; Weather and the local environment; Land use; Fieldwork; Local enquiry
	Building on: 
Through the year 2 topic Let’s Explore the World, children should have some experience of using an atlas, using a compass, using map keys. They should be able to locate the equator, Northern and Southern Hemispheres and North and South Poles. They will have explored hot, temperate and cold places and compared England with a contrasting country.   
Building towards:
In year 4 children will be taught the topic Interconnected World. They will be using compass points and Four and six-figure grid references. They will study and compare climate and culture of North and South America. They will explore significant physical features of the UK including renewable and non-renewable energy, National Rail network and UK canal network. They will complete fieldwork including a local enquiry.

	Spring 1
	Extreme Earth 
	· The Extreme Earth unit teaches about the destructive powers of nature, from volcanoes and earthquakes to tsunamis and tornadoes. 

· Through discussion and practical tasks, children will learn about how and why these natural phenomena occur, and the ways in which they affect people 

and the environment.
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	Building on:
Through the topic Wonderful Weather, children should be able to explain some similarities and differences between the weather in the UK and in other countries, drawing on knowledge from what they have read and watched about extreme weather events. 

Building towards: 
Through discussion and practical tasks, children will learn about how and why these natural phenomena occur, and the ways in which they affect people 

and the environment. Using these skills when they study KS3 Geography. 



	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Spring 2
	Flow 
	· How deep does it go and how fast does it travel? What soil types can you find by the river? Which animals make their homes there?  
· Using maps; Fieldwork; Water cycle; Human and physical geography; Rivers of the world; Counties and cities of the UK
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	Building on: 

In Year 2 children will have studied the topic Land Ahoy in which they will have learnt about physical and human geographical features, used aerial photographs to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features. They will have started to develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places including the River Thames. They should be familiar with the 

four countries and capital cities of the UK and its surrounding seas.

Building towards: 
In year 4 children will study the topic Misty Mountain, Winding River.
They will develop their knowledge of rivers, maps and grid references. They will be introduced to contour lines and physical processes including erosion, transportation and deposition. They will broaden their knowledge of world rivers, UK mountains and world mountains. 


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Summer 1&2
	Rocks, Relics and Rumbles
	· Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle.
· Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night).
· Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.
· understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America.
· Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied.
· Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world.
· Are competent in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes; interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS); communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.
· Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time.
	Layers of the Earth; Rocks; Plate tectonics; Ring of Fire; Features of volcanoes; Lines of latitude and longitude; Volcanic eruptions; Earthquakes and tsunamis; Compass points; Maps
	Building on: 
In year 2 children will have studied the topic Coastline. They should be able to 

use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather. They will have started to look at physical processes such as erosion and changes over time.
Building towards: 

In year 4 children study the topic Road Trip USA! They will be using world and US maps and studying the human and physical geography in depth. They will learn to describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water. They will also learn to describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains.
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