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	SUBJECT:
	Geography 
	YEAR GROUP:
	7

	SUBJECT INTENT:
	Geography in Year 7 at New Woodlands is intended to provide the foundation of knowledge, understanding and skills required to ‘think geographically’ which is essential for students to make sense of the world around them. Students are introduced to geography as a discipline through an initial unit focusing on what geography is and how it will help them understand their world. This focuses on map skills and a geographical event. The curriculum is sequenced to display the interconnected nature of geography to ensure that by the end of year 7 students will grasp different types of geographies on varying scales leading to patterns, impacts, processes and management. Our curriculum interweaves five big ideas; Development, Climate, Human and Physical Interactions/Processes, Sustainability and Geomorphology. These big ideas are taught through content including global ecosystems, challenges within places, differences in development of countries and physical geographical processes.


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Autumn 1
	What is Geography?
	Students will gain foundations of geographical skills which will be vital throughout their study of geography and beyond. Focusing on the skills to answer the following: 

• What is Geography? 

• How do we read atlases and world maps? 

• How do we find places on OS maps? 

• How do we read OS maps?
	Map Projections Latitude and Longitude Grid references Scale Relief Ordnance Survey Maps Geographical Event
	Building on… 

The KS1/KS2 National Curriculum through Cornerstones covers locational knowledge and geographical skills and fieldwork. This topic is intentionally foundational to ensure all students have the basic skills required to study geography. This topic is designed to close gaps as students start from varying degrees of geographical skills and locational knowledge based on primary schools’ choice of locations to study. 

Building towards… 

This topic is designed to equip all students with the basic geographical knowledge and skills to study geography with secure ability to use maps and locate places. It aims to develop geographers with ambitious skills to enable them to think geographically which they will be able to use throughout Key Stage 3 and the AQA Unit Awards. 

	Autumn 2
	How do we use our planet as a natural resource?


	An in depth look at the resources we have on our planet and how we use them
• Classify and evaluate sources of renewable and non-renewable forms of energy

• Define a geographical concept – sustainability

· Identify how people use the Earth’s natural resources – rocks, soil, biomes, water, oil


	Water Stress Drought Food Insecurity Sustainable
	Building on… 

Students are aware of Climate Change and this unit builds on the causes of this on national scales related to consumption and population. 

Building towards… 

This topic focusses on global population and resources and considers sustainable management of resources in the face of population challenges such as over population. Students are exposed to a variety of different case-studies throughout this enquiry to help students understand the complexity of global population and resources. 


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Spring 1
	What is an economy?

	• Identify human and physical features of a locality – Scarborough 

• Understand the growth of manufacturing in China
	Economy
Manufacturing

tertiary sector

globalisation

containerisation
	Building on…

Pupils will build on their understanding of the economy how it split into different employment sectors and how this contributes to the wealth of a country. 

Building Towards…

Pupils will build towards knowing

why the UK trades with other countries, 

be able to identify the UK’s main trading 

partners and understand factors, such as 

containerisation, that have led to 

increased world trade and globalisation.

	Spring 2
	What is weather and climate?
	Students will look at the UK Weather Climate 

• Understand the difference between weather and climate 

• Understand the basic principles, processes and patterns of weather and climate 

• Understand the characteristic features of depressions and anticyclones and how they affect the weather
	Climate
Processes

Anti-Cyclones

Depressions  
	Building on…

Students will build on their understanding 

of the difference between weather and 

climate. The processes and patterns of 

weather and climate. They will explore 
the characteristic features of depressions 

and anticyclones and how they affect the 

weather. 

Building Towards…
Students will build towards using the 

synoptic code, weather charts and 

satellites to analyse weather patterns. 

They will build towards, interpret and  

raw climate graphs for the UK interpret 
climate maps for the UK and the world 
describe and explain weather patterns 

and the climate of the UK


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Summer 1
	Is the geography of Russia a curse or a benefit?
	Students will study Russia to appreciate how cold temperatures impact on people’s lives
· Locate Russia and its surrounding countries 

• Identify key features of Russia’s physical landscape, climate, environments, population distribution, economy 

· Locating Russia  Rural and Urban Russia  Russian Biomes Russia the ruler of resources Russia and the USA  Is Russia pushing outwards What is left in Chernobyl  Is Russia as developed as the UK.  Social issues in Russia
	Megacities Natural Resources Diversity Urban Rural Biomes Development Migration Sustainability Development Indicators
	Building on… 

Students begin demonstrating locational knowledge of Russia building on content that they have learned in K1-2 through Cornerstones, reviewing climate and environmental regions and mapping these regionally

Building towards… 

Development is a key interweaving idea in geography. Students will advance their understanding of development as a concept and how countries measure development. Understanding this will equip students with more critical thinking skills about how underdevelopment may also impact lifestyles.

	Summer 2
	School-based fieldwork unit
	As a discrete fieldwork unit, this will develop students’ knowledge and understanding from whichever area of the course their enquiry investigates. It will ensure students can develop their skills of fieldwork enquiry including using GIS for data presentation and analysis. Students are challenged to work through the geographical fieldwork enquiry process.
	Fieldwork Hypotheses Primary Data Secondary Data GIS Data Presentation
	Building on… 

Students have studied geographical skills theoretically based on the foundations in Autumn 1 Year 7 but this topic will ensure students can apply these skills to fieldwork, particularly through data collection and presenting. 

Building towards… 

This unit encourages students to be more involved in the geographical enquiry and to be more independent studying the dynamic nature of geographical issues in their local area.
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