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	SUBJECT:
	Geography
	YEAR GROUP:
	8

	SUBJECT INTENT:
	The aim for Geography in Year 8 is to build on the knowledge, understanding and skills that students have established in year 7. Our KS3 curriculum continues to interweave the big ideas; Development, Climate, Human and Physical Interactions/Processes, Sustainability and Urbanization. Students will grasp an understanding of each of these and an ability to apply them to different, increasingly abstract contexts to allow them to think and write more ‘geographically’. In this year students will deepen their place knowledge and ability to understand, analyse and evaluate introducing them to more contemporary global issues including development, resource use and migration.


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Autumn 1
	Why are rivers important?
	Students will study how human and physical processes interact to influence and change the landscape of rivers. It focuses on physical processes at local and regional scales through strong focus on how geology changes the landscape. Students will be able to describe the main features of these environments and explain their formation through learning about the geomorphic processes that occur.
Pupils will:
· identify human and physical features of a locality – River Tees

· locate the world’s major river basins.


	Geology Weathering River Long Profile Landforms
Erosion Transportation Deposition Flooding Management
	Building on…

This topic links into the previous topic studying the UK in detail. Students will build on their initial exposure to geology by exploring the distribution of rocks in the UK and how this affects river processes and landforms. This topic continues to focus on the United Kingdom allowing OS map skills-based activity focusing on landforms.  

Building towards…

The knowledge gained in the unit is important in understanding the geology of rocks which provides the foundations for geological structures later in the curriculum. 

	Autumn 2
	What is development?
	This unit introduces the concept of development and how it can be interpreted, measured and compared at a global scale. Pupils will gain powerful knowledge about how we come to see the world and the complexities of development as a constantly changing concept. Pupils will need…
· To define development.

· To compare development around the world.

· To understand where and why inequality occurs.

· To understand the actions taken by individuals, governments and communities to aid development.
	development; developing; extreme poverty; quality of life; GNI; GNI per capita; choropleth map; Human Development Index (HDI); life expectancy; sustainability; ecological footprint; Industrial Revolution; gender inequality; child bride; international aid; bilateral aid; Department for International Development (DfID); United Nations; Sustainable Development Goals.
	Building on…

Pupils will progress their understanding of economic activity from the Unit 3 to understand how the UK developed. This unit also progresses the concept of sustainability, introduced in Unit 2 Lesson which explored the relationship between the economy and the Earth’s spheres through a political cartoon. 

Building towards… 

Pupils will build towards an
Understanding of development and 

appreciate different definitions of 

development, how development occurs 

at different rates and times in different 

countries. Why there are regional 

disparities of development within 

countries. Reasons for poverty, including 

gender inequality.



	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Spring 1
	One planet, many people: How are populations changing? Focus on population Expand to include other case studies
	Students will study global population trends explaining how and why this has changed over time. Through theories of resource consumption they will study the developments and challenges that have occurred due to population changes. Through varied case-studies pupils will look at the impacts of this at different scales. They will explore a range of strategies to manage the balance between population and resources in a variety of places encouraging students to think critically and reach substantiated conclusions based on evidence.
Pupils will:
· know the global distribution of population, and location of the world’s major cities

· know the impact of population change in Southampton 1801 to the present

· understand the population control strategies in Russia and China.


	Population Indicators Overpopulation Consumption Malthus Boserup Resources Anti/Pro Natalist Youthful Population Water Stress Drought Food Insecurity Sustainable Management Hydroponics
	Building on… 

Having studied ‘Amazing Environments’ students are aware of Climate Change and this unit builds on the causes of this on national scales related to consumption and population.  

Building towards… 

This topic focusses on global population and resources and considers sustainable management of resources in the face of population challenges such as over population. Students are exposed to a variety of different case-studies throughout this enquiry to help students understand the complexity of global population and resources. 

	Spring 2
	One planet, many people: How are populations changing? Focus on migration, settlement and urbanisation
	This topic seeks to explore why and consider how the global pattern of urbanisation is changing. Urban challenges and opportunities are varied and unique, and students will examine these through studying two cities, starting with an AC and contrasting this with a case study of an EDC or LIDC. Within each country students will study the contrasting ways of life, geographical processes, problems and solutions in order to gain a holistic understanding of what makes up the urban fabric of each place.

	Economic Development Urbanisation Urban growth Rural-urban migration Natural increase World cities Megacity  Push and pull factors Sub-urbanisation Overpopulation
	Building on… 

Pupils will recognize country classifications (AC/EDC/LIDC) based on the KS3 curriculum and will have a more comprehensive understanding about the trends that occur in these places. Furthermore, Urban Futures compliments students understanding of economic development and quality of life. 

Building towards… 

This unit explores the urban growth of an AC which is discussed further in the unit ‘UK in the 21st Century’. The links to the changing UK economy and the human and physical geographical characteristics of the country is transferable to different case studies across units. Urban Futures allows for progression of geographical thinking following the global development topic to enable students to develop a sense of scale from global and national to local. 


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Summer 1
	What happens where the land meets the sea?
	The UK contains a diverse and distinct range of landscapes. This topic gives students the opportunity to unravel the geographical processes that make them distinctive. A deeper understanding of the geomorphic processes that shape river and coastal landscapes is developed and consideration of the human influence on these. Students will engage with specialist terminology to explain the physical processes that influence landscapes focusing on case studies to support understanding of characteristics rivers and coasts.
Pupils will:
· identify human and physical features of a locality – Holderness coast, Yorkshire

	Physical Landscapes Coastal Landforms River Landforms River profile Geomorphic processes Geology       Climate
	Building on… 

Geomorphic processes have been covered in year 7 considering both coastal and river processes and landforms. This knowledge of what makes landscapes different provides strong foundations to build upon.  

Building towards…

This unit explores in detail the geomorphic processes that shape river and coastal landscapes. Students also build on their ability to identify landscapes through thorough use of OS map skills which will support their physical fieldwork skills.  

	Summer 2
	How is Asia being transformed?
	This topic is intended for students to study the diversity of Asia as a continent through the study of its main rivers, cities mountain ranges and biomes. Pupils will learn how the geography influences Asia particularly how development varies across the continent. Students will be focusing on contrasting areas in Asia. This will allow students to practice evaluative skills discussing opportunities and challenges within urban and rural areas and how these are managed at different scales.
Pupils will study

· Asia’s diverse physical and human geography

· How Asia is a continent of dynamic change

· The changing relationship between Asia and the rest of the world
	Megacities Natural Resources  Diversity Urban Rural Biomes Development Migration Sustainability Development Indicators
	Building on… 

Students begin year 8 demonstrating locational knowledge of Asia and reviewing climate and environmental regions to map these regionally. Students will consider human geography, developmental features across Asia and how Asia is a ‘powerhouse’ in the economic world.
Building towards… 

Development is a key interweaving idea in geography. Students will advance their understanding of development as a concept and how countries measure development. Understanding this will equip students with more critical thinking skills about how underdevelopment may also impact lifestyles, particularly in the following unit discussing tectonic activity and impacts. 


[image: image1.png]