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	SUBJECT:
	Geography 
	YEAR GROUP:
	9

	SUBJECT INTENT:
	At the end of year 9 students should have developed knowledge of locations, places, environments and processes in order to fully understand the complexity of our world. In year 9, students are understanding the systems and interactions that impact places. Whilst this year revisits content discussed in previous years including the UK and Climate change, pupil’s progression through our ‘big ideas’ (Climate, Geomorphology, Development, Sustainability, Human/ Physical Interactions) will allow them to understand the layers and interactions that cause geographical. Pupils will be exposed to more abstract ideas and concepts including but not limited to; the dynamic nature of the UK, glacial processes, the contested nature of the Anthropocene, the historical and contemporary development of an LIDC and global patterns of development.


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Autumn 1
	Will we ever know enough about earthquakes and volcanoes to live safely?
	This unit allows students to develop an understanding of a variety of hazards that impact human lives both within the UK and worldwide. The unit focuses on two types of hazards: atmospheric and geomorphological. Earthquakes and volcanic eruptions are some of the deadly hazards we face on Earth, impacting both humans shaping the land.  An understanding of tectonics and the science behind this is developed, exploring the causes, consequences and responses to a case study.  
	Global Circulation Systems Pressure Belts Extreme Weather Tropical Storms Droughts El Nino La Nina Drought Tropical Storm Earth Structures Plate Boundaries Earthquakes Volcanoes
	Building on… 

This topic focuses on the geomorphology, building on students’ ability to recognize physical processes discussed in the ‘Rivers and flooding’ unit in Year 7. Whilst physical processes do contribute to these impacts, students can draw links to previous topics discussing development to recognize the significance of wealth to vulnerability and resilience of countries.  

Building towards… 

Students will explore how human and physical processes interact by studying the impact of tectonic activity. The skills gained from this provides a sound grounding for the study of hazards in the AQA Unit Award in Geography.  

	Autumn 2
	What are the opportunities and challenges facing Africa?
	This topic is intended for students to study the diversity of Africa as a continent through the study of its main rivers, cities mountain ranges and biomes. Pupils will learn how the geography influences Africa particularly how development varies across the continent. Students will be focusing on contrasting areas in Africa. This will allow students to practice evaluative skills discussing opportunities and challenges within urban and rural areas and how these are managed at different scales.
	Megacities Natural Resources  Diversity Urban Rural Biomes Development Migration Sustainability Development Indicators
	Building on… 

Students begin year 8 demonstrating locational knowledge of Africa building on content from the Amazing Environments unit in year 7 reviewing climate and environmental regions and mapping these regionally. 

Building towards… 

Development is a key interweaving idea in geography. Students will advance their understanding of development as a concept and how countries measure development. Understanding this will equip students with more critical thinking skills about how underdevelopment may also impact lifestyles, particularly in the following unit discussing tectonic activity and impacts. 


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Spring 1
	How does ice change the world?
	This unit has a significant physical geography focus particularly allowing students to engage with the impact that physical processes have had on the land. Students will focus on ice landscapes and particularly how these have changed over time. This unit presents opportunities to assess this through scientific data, photographs and GIS. This unit will enable pupils to see changes throughout time in different case studies and particularly the impact of the climate changing.  
	Ice Sheets Ice Caps Glaciers Glaciation Glacial episodes Interglacial episodes Climate Change Erosion Plucking Transportation Deposition Erratics Extreme  
	Building on… 

This unit applies all of our five big interweaving themes particularly building on the knowledge and understanding of the geology and earth’s processes from ‘The UK’ and ‘Rivers and flooding’. This provides students to practice recall of formations of landforms. It also explores how humans interact with the physical environment created by glacial systems.   

Building towards… 

Whilst this topic has quite challenging technical terminology, which students are less likely to have come across, it provides them a strong basis to forming a more holistic view of the world’s ice landscapes. It demonstrates how varied these are around the world. This will help them comprehend how the climate has changed over time from the Ice Age to the present which is essential to the Earth’s Biggest Challenge unit. 

	Spring 2
	School-based unit e.g. extreme weather, shopping or world tourism
	As a discrete fieldwork unit, this will develop students’ knowledge and understanding from whichever area of the course their enquiry investigates. It will ensure students can develop their skills of fieldwork enquiry including using GIS for data presentation and analysis. Students are challenged to work through the geographical fieldwork enquiry process.
	Fieldwork Hypotheses Primary Data Secondary Data GIS Data Presentation
	Building on… 

Students have studied geographical skills theoretically based on the foundations in Year 7 but this topic will ensure students can apply these skills to fieldwork, particularly through data collection and presenting.  

Building towards… 

This unit encourages students to be more involved in the geographical enquiry and to be more independent studying the dynamic nature of geographical issues in their local area or the world.


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Summer 1
	Why is the Middle East an important world region?
	The Middle East is of major world importance and is often in the news. It is important that pupils have an understanding of the reasons for this. The unit introduces the complex nature of the region’s ethnic population distribution, the significance of oil, contrasting levels of development and the ongoing conflicts and wars
	Mediterranean 
climate

Desalination
Crude oil
Diversification
	Building on…

Building towards…



	Summer 2
	What is the future for the planet?
	Students will have the opportunity to make sense of the scale of the Earth’s history through geological timescales and complex human and physical interactions on a global scale.  Having introduced the concept of the Anthropocene, climate change will be explored as one of the significant markers of evidence for the this. Students will apply their understanding of development issues to explore how inequality affects the ability of communities to adapt to and mitigate the impacts of climate change.
	Geological Timescales Anthropocene Climate Change Rising Sea Levels Extreme Weather Sustainable Development Goals Mitigation
	Building on…

Due to the nature of this unit students will revisit and build on geographical skills developed in year 7,8 and 9. Students will apply their understanding of development issues and resource consumption to explain why climate change is occurring and how this affects places differently.   

Building towards… 

This topic enables student’s ability to use historic and contemporary evidence of climate change to encourage a global awareness.  The variability of impacts due to global warming continues to be at the forefront in modern day. This topic encourages students to consider perspectives on this issue and be equipped with scientific research to make sense of the issues around them. 
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