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	SUBJECT:
	History 
	YEAR GROUP:
	5&6

	SUBJECT INTENT:
	The Humanities intent is designed around 3 key principles:

· To encourage students to enjoy learning by stimulating a passion and interest for the world around them and the human and physical processes which help to shape it. Comparing different places in the world with their local area to gain a greater understanding of the lives and cultures of different people. 

· To provide a curriculum that allows students to have a rounded understanding of the past and that gives an insight into how this impacts on the present and future. Comparing past societies and their values with the present and studying contemporary problems in their historical settings. 

To offer a framework that allows students the opportunity to become curious and critical thinkers so they can ‘articulate, analyze, explain and infer’ as they study various topics.


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Autumn 1
	Pharaohs
	Children will develop their knowledge of ancient Egypt. Children will learn about life on the Nile, the great pyramids and the powerful rule of the ancient pharaohs.
· Learn about the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China.

· Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts: understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales.

· Know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind.

· Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses.

· Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed.
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	Building on: 
In year 4 children will have learnt about the history of three of the world’s first ancient civilisations: ancient Sumer, ancient Egypt and the Indus Valley civilisation. Children will have learnt about the rise, life, achievements and eventual end of each civilisation.

Building towards: 

In year 6 children will learn about Ancient African kingdoms, Development of the transatlantic slave trade, Britain's role in the slave trade, Human impact, Everyday life on plantations, Rebellion and marronage, Causes and consequences of the abolition of the slave trade and slavery, Colonisation of Africa, Black people in 20th century Britain, Race Relations Act, Equality Act, Significant black Britons, Multiculturalism



	Autumn 2
	Benin Civilisation 
	· The unit explores western attitudes towards African civilisations, comparing the achievements, oral tales and artefacts of ancient Benin to those in Europe at the same time. 
· Children will also learn about the story of Eweka and finally discover how European invaders threatened the civilisation of ancient Benin.
	
	Building on: 

Pupils will have a chance to compare and contrast Ancient Egyptian and Benin Civilisation. This Benin unit will teach in depth about where the ancient Kingdom of Benin was located and how it came to thrive, what the people there believed in and how they showed this in their artwork.
Building towards: 

Pupils will build towards studying the ancient Greek Civilisation and how the ancient Greeks laid down the foundations for western thinking. 
  


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Spring 1&2
	Ground Breaking Greeks
	Children learn about developments and changes over six periods of ancient Greek history, focusing on the city state of Athens in the Classical age, and exploring the lasting legacy of ancient Greece.
· Ancient Greek periods – Minoan civilisation, Mycenaean civilisation, Dark Age, Archaic period, Classical period, Hellenistic period; Chronology and timelines; Primary and secondary sources; City states; Democracy; Role of men and women; Social hierarchy; Great Athenians; the Acropolis; Greek art, culture, architecture, philosophy, medicine and mathematics; Olympic Games; Alexander the Great; End of the Greek Empire; Legacy

· Conduct a local history study.

· Learn about Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world.

· Learn about the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China.

· Gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’.

· Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts: understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales.

· Know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind.

· Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses.

· Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed.
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	Building on: 
In year 3 children will have learnt about Ancient Greece and completed a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world.
Building towards: 

In year 6 children will learn about WWI and WWII and develop their skills around chronology and timelines; Primary and secondary sources; Democracy; Role of men and women; Social hierarchy.


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Summer 1&2
	Off with Her Head
	Children will develop their knowledge of the Tudor dynasty. Children learn about Henry VIII and his marriages, life and legacy.
· Study an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066.

·  Gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’.

· Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts: understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales.

· Know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind.

· Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses.
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	Building on: 
In year 4 children will have studied The Battle of Hastings and will have conducted a local history study. They will have learnt about the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor.

Building towards:

In year 6 children will learn about life in Victorian times developing their knowledge about Victorian culture, including significant people and inventions of the time. 
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