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	SUBJECT:
	History 
	YEAR GROUP:
	8

	SUBJECT INTENT:
	In Year 8, our aim is to explore the world from 1600 to 1928 through the themes of revolution, democracy and empire. Each enquiry links to one of these key concepts, as well as building on knowledge gained in Year 7. They will develop their historical enquiry skills through each question, deepening their understanding of how to evaluate and analyse as historians, and create arguments based on the key disciplinary concepts of history: evidential thinking, causation, change and continuity, consequence, significance, similarity and difference and interpretation.


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Autumn 1
	The Industrial Revolution
	Students will now learn about a different form of revolution, with a links to local History in Downham, As the UK grew exponentially in the Industrial Revolution, largely due to its transport links, students will study the Industrial Revolution by looking at its impact on an area they are very familiar with.
	Industrialisation Transport Workhouses Poor Laws Public Health Act
	Building on… 

This enquiry develops students’ analysis of change as a result of a significant event. They will use their knowledge of medieval and early modern society to judge how much peoples’ lives change due to the Industrial Revolution. Students will link this enquiry to their previous work through the explanation of why industrialization happened in Britain.
Building towards… 

As the Industrial Revolution is seen by many as a ‘turning point’ in British and even World History, it is an important enquiry that ensures students understand how society changed. The Industrial Revolution also provides a foundation for the next enquiries on the British Empire and rise of democracy. 

	Autumn 2
	Slavery 
	Students will evaluate how the slave trade contributed to the construction of ‘race’ as a concept, by looking at the treatment of Africans in the Trans Atlantic slave trade and how far they agree with it being a process of dehumanization.
	Enslavement Middle Passage Auctions
Plantation Resistance
	Building on… 

Students have previously studied the diversity of African civilisations, and have gained an understanding of the complexity of African people up to the 16th century. They have also looked at the disciplinary concept of change, and used sources to help form conclusions about the past. 

Building towards… 

The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade is key to ensuring students understand the complexity of race relations from the 17th century to the present. While they will return to the treatment of black people in America in Year 9, this is more generally a key enquiry to ensure students can make historical connections between past and present.


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Spring 1
	The British Empire 
	Students will look at the rise and fall of the British Empire to discuss the idea of ‘when’ it was: when did it begin, when was it at it’s peak, when did it begin to decline, when it was over. They will look at a series of key dates in the development and decline of Empire and look at the geographical spread and causes of change to the power of the Empire.
	Empire Colonisation De-colonisation Imperial Power
	Building on… 

Having studied revolution and slavery, this enquiry directly links to key concepts covered their, in terms of colonization of America and trade links to Africa. In Year 7 students studied different Empires and will now use this basis of knowledge and develop it through the British Empire. 

Building towards… 

The British Empire had a profound global impact, and as we move chronologically through the curriculum this gains importance in future enquiries on the World Wars and migration, as well as being important for later key stages. This enquiry provides context of the British Empire for the next two enquiries, which go into more detail about particular experiences and events that took place in the British Empire. 

	Spring 2
	World War 1
	Students will study the long term and short term causes of the First World War, looking at the rise in tensions from the Franco-Prussian War up to the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand in 1914.
	Nationalism Imperialism Militarism Arms Race Alliances Trigger
	Building on… 

Moving chronologically from the end of Year 8, students are once again returning to their skills of causal analysis. Key knowledge they will draw upon will be the British Empire, and their understanding of the Industrial Revolution and how it affected process such as weapon manufacturing. 

Building towards… 

The First World War is once again a key turning point in British and Global History, and therefore important in any curriculum. Our students start this in 1871 to gain an understanding of what Europe was like at this time, which will benefit future enquiries on Russia, and also Germany at both KS3 and KS4.


	TERM
	TOPIC
	CORE LEARNING
	KEY CONCEPTS
	SEQUENCING 

	Summer 1
	The Suffragettes 
	Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU), militant wing of the British woman suffrage movement. Students will study the WSPU and how it was founded in Manchester in 1903 by Emmeline Pankhurst. Along with the more conservative National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies (NUWSS), founded in 1897, the WSPU sought votes for women in a country that had expressly denied women suffrage in 1832.
	Patriarchal Society

Suffrage. 

Propaganda.

NUWSS

WSPU.


	Building on…

Pupils will build on the War Years (WW1) and the role women played during the Home Front. 
Building towards…

Knowledge and understanding on women’s rights, equality and the emergence of WW2 and how women were again called to support Great Britian.



	Summer 2
	World War 2
Beginnings
	Students will look at the factors that caused Hitler’s rise to power and helped him to be elected and chosen as Chancellor in 1933: economics, political factors, Hitler’s personality and leadership, and the Nazi Party’s tactics.
	Propaganda Nationalists Socialists Proportional Representation Great Depression Unemployment
	Building on… 

Building on their enquiry on the impact of the Treaty of Versailles directly, students will look at how this helped the Nazis gain popularity through their economic policy, as well as how Hitler was able to use this in propaganda. 

Building towards… 

Students will use knowledge gained here again when studying the persecution of Jews in the Holocaust, as well as in the next enquiries on fascism and the Second World War. This enquiry also serves as a foundation of knowledge for GCSE and their study of Weimar and Nazi Germany. 
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